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ABSTRACT 

This document addresses the CLAST results for Miami-Dade 
Community College (M-DCC) in 2001. The results can be useful in developing 
strategies to enhance the CLAST pass rates of M-DCC students. Specifically, 
the document addresses the following three areas: first time and retake pass 
rates, performance of first time examinees by skill area, students earning 
CLAST alternatives. The author suggests that students' skills improvement 
should focus on these areas since it is likely to enhance the students' 
performance and increase the likelihood that they will pass the subtest. Some 
of the key findings of the report are as follows: (1) pass rates from 2001 

administration were higher in the mathematics subtest for first timers and 
retakes; (2) despite the fact that M-DCC achieved increases in the 
mathematics pass rates, the scores remain low; (3) in all of the skills 
areas, the performance of M-DCC students was generally lower than the 
Statewide rates for the publics universities and community colleges; and (4) 
3,601 students earned a CLAST alternative and 422 students were exempt from 
the entire CLAST. Contains nine tables, which show the statewide first time 
examinees in each public institution and statewide results for retake 
examinees. (MZ) 
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Information Capsule: CLAST Results-October 2001 



CLAST First-Time and Retake Pass Rates Increase 
in Mathematics 

Pass rates from the October 2001 administration were higher 
in the mathematics subtest for first-timers and retakes. Math e- 
matics first time results reflected an increase of 8 percentage 
points and mathematics retake results reflected an increase of 
2 percentage points. Pass rates also increased for students 
that took the entire CLAST for the first time (25% passed, an 
increase of eight percentage points compared to 2000) and for 
students retaking the English Language Skills subtest (40% 
passed, a four percentage point increase compared to 2000). 



College-Wide CLAST Pass Rates 






First-Time 


Relate 




October 


October 


October 


October 




2000 


2001 


2000 


2001 


Essay 


74% 


71% 


57% 


56% 




(N=277) 


( N=249 ) 


(N=1 31) 


(N=78) 


Enpllsh 


48% 


48% 


36% 


40% 


JLana. Skills 


<N=2B4) 


1N=273) 


( N=207 ) 


(N=14 8) 


Reading 


42% 


42% 


59% 


58% 




(N=2GL1) 


(N=268) 


( N=184 ) 


( N=122 ) 


Mathematics 


32% 


40% 


47% 


49% 




(N=303) 


(N=351) 


(N=30 5) 


( N=261l 


Total Test 


17% 


25% 








(N=138) 


(N=142) 







Although M-DCC achieved increases in the mathematics pass rates, they remain low. This is not surprising since most of the 
students currently taking the CLAST are the least academically prepared for the exam as they have probably earned C grades 
in all of the courses applicable to an alternative. 

For both administrations, students continued to be most successful in the first-time Essay and retake Reading subtests and 
least successful in first-time Mathematics and retake English Language Skills subtests. Campus results for the June 2001 ad- 
ministration are given in Table 1 attached. 
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Performance of First -Time Examinees by Skill Area 
Shows Some Improvement 

Results from the October 2001 paper and pencil administration 
reflected some increases and a few decreases. In English 
Language Skills, there was an increase in two of the three skill 
areas that ranged from 34 percentage points in Word Choice 
to 7 percentage points in Sentence Structure, and a decrease 
of 8 percentage points in Grammar. In Reading, there was an 
increase of 1 8 percentage points in Literal Comprehension and 
a decrease of 3 percentage points in Critical Comprehension. 

In Mathematics, there was an increase in three of the five skill 
areas that ranged from 3 percentage points in Algebra to 21 
percentage points in Statistics and Probability, and decreases 
of 2 percentage points in Arithmetic and 4 percentage points in 
Logic. 

Students in the October 2001 administration were most suc- 
cessful in the skill areas of Word Choice (79% passing), Literal 
Comprehension (75% passing), and Statistics and Probability 
(69% passing) within each of the broad skill categories. In all 
of the skill areas, the performance of MDCC students was 
generally lower than the Statewide rates for public universities 
and community colleges (see Table 2 attached). 

These results can be useful in developing strategies to enhance the CLAST pass rates of M-DCC students. Students’ skills im- 
provement should focus on those areas which include a high number of questions on the subtest(s). This would likely enhance 
their performance and therefore, increase the likelihood that they will pass the subtest(s). 



CLAST Skill Areas 










% Correct 






Oct 


Oct 




# Items 


2000 


2001 


English Language Skills: 








Word Choice 


4 


45% 


79% 


Sentence Structure 


12 


65% 


72% 


Grammar 


19 


83% 


75% 


Reading: 








Literal Comprehension 


9 


57% 


75% 


Critical Comprehension 


27 


67% 


64% 


Mathematics: 








Arithmetic 


12 


60% 


58% 


Algebra 


16 


62% 


65% 


Geometry 


8 


48% 


53% 


Logic 


6 


67% 


63% 


Statistics & Probability 


8 


48% 


69% 





1 



n 
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Most Students Continue Earning CLAST Alternatives 

During the October 2001 administration period, 3,601 students earned a CLAST alternative and 422 students were ex- 
empt from the entire CLAST. As in the past, ,more alternatives were granted in the communications subtests of Essay 
(2,417), English Language Skills (2,438), and Reading (2,505) than in the Mathematics subtest (1,465). Comparisons to 
alternatives earned during the October 2000 administration are not included in this report. This is due to the addition of 
ENC 2301 as an eligible course beginning in September 2000 and the very large number of alternatives that were earned 
in that first reporting period by current students as well as numerous former students. 

Most students no longer take the CLAST - they earn an alternative. Education majors are the exception, as they need to 
take and pass the CLAST for admission to education programs in the SUS and for teacher certification. 



CLA$T Alternatives Granted Between July 1, 2001 - October 3f, 2001 

By Campus and Colleqe-Wfde 2 ^ 



Campus 


Essay 


English 

Language 

Skills 


Readinq 


Math 


Total 

Test 


Unduplicated 
Number of 
Students 


North 


554 


564 


582 


309 


74 


832 


Kendall 


1,055 


1,066 


1,106 


698 


223 


1,603 


Wolfson 


471 


469 


476 


292 


89 


689 


Medical Center 


101 


103 


102 


28 


8 


124 


Homestead 


101 


102 


98 


58 


20 


139 


InterAmerican 


135 


134 


140 


79 


8 


213 


Colleqe-Wide 


2,417 


2.438 


2.505* 


1 .465* 


422 


3.601* 



‘Campus designator not reported for one student. Alternative earned is included in College-wide figures. 



Notes on Method: 

Test results of the October 2001 CLAST administration are reported for M-DCC students who took the CLAST at MDCC 
and at other institutions. Results also include Computer Adaptive Test (CAT-CLAST) administrations for M-DCC students 
who took the CLAST at M-DCC and at other institutions during the period of July 1, 2001 - October 31, 2001. Results are 
reported for first-time examinees, retake examinees, and students earning alternatives to the CLAST requirement during the 
above period. Campus results are presented using the students’ home campus designation. 

The Statewide First-Time Examinees in Each Public Institution report is displayed in Table 3, while Table 4 shows Statewide 
results for retake examinees. Comparisons with other institutions should not be made due to different criteria in effect for 
allowing students to take and retake the CLAST, as well as awarding alternatives to the CLAST. Also, the number of 
M-DCC students taking the test and corresponding pass rates depicted in the State tables may differ from M-DCC results 
due to reporting procedures. 
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Table 1 



Pass Rates for October 2001 CLAST by Campus and College-Wide 
First-Time Examinees* 



Campus 





College 

Wide 


North 


Kendall 


Wolfson 


Medical 

Center 


Homestead 


Inter- 

American 


Essay 


71% 


79% 


76% 


61% 


50% 


100% 


42% 




(N=249) 


(N=34) 


(N=130) 


(N=44) 


(N=2) 


(N=13) 


(N=26) 


English Language Skills 


48% 


42% 


55% 


52% 


0% 


47% 


19% 




(N=279) 


(N=50) 


(N=141) 


(N=44) 


(N=2) 


(N=15) 


(N=27) 


Reading 


42% 


41% 


47% 


41% 


0% 


43% 


20% 




(N=268) 


(N=41) 


(N=1 37) 


(N=44) 


(N=2) 


(N=14) 


(N=30) 


Mathematics 


40% 


40% 


46% 


33% 


33% 


20% 


29% 




(N=351) 


(N=77) 


(N=177) 


(N=51) 


(N=3) 


(N=15) 


(N=28) 


Pass-All-Four 


25% 


19% 


28% 


37% 


0% 


10% 


7% 




(N=142) 


(N=16) 


(N=81) 


(N=19) 


(N=2) 


(N=10) 


(N=14) 


Retake Examinees 










Campus 








College 

Wide 


North 


Kendall 


Wolfson 


Medical 

Center 


Homestead 


Inter- 

American 


Essay 


56% 

(N=78) 


60% 

(N=15) 


57% 

(N=35) 


67% 

(N=15) 


0% 

(N=0) 


0% 

(N=2) 


45% 
(N=1 1 ) 


English Language Skills 


40% 
(N=1 48) 


36% 

(N=28) 


39% 

(N=71) 


48% 

(N=25) 


0% 

(N=0) 


25% 

(N=8) 


44% 

(N=16) 


Reading 


58% 

(N=122) 


68% 

(N=19) 


57% 

(N=53) 


50% 

(N=28) 


0% 

(N=1) 


71% 

(N=7) 


64% 

(N=14) 


Mathematics 


49% 

(N=261) 


46% 

(N=50) 


58% 

(N=116) 


49% 

(N=59) 


33% 

(N=3) 


33% 

(N=12) 


24% 

(N=21) 



*"N" and pass rate may differ from State data due to reporting procedures. Includes M-DCC students tested at other institutions, 
and/or CAT-CLAST results between July 1 , 2001 - October 31, 2001 . 
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Table 2 

College-Level Academic Skills Test 
Public First Time 



Date of Test: October 06, 2001 

Institution Name: Miami-Dade Community College 



Broad Skill Area 


Number 

of 

Subtest 

Items 


% 

Correct 

in 

Institution 


% 

Correct 

in 

State 


Range 

in 

Public 

Institutions 


% 

Correct 

in 

Universities 


% 

Correct 

in 

Community 

Colleges 


Mathematics 


Arithmetic 


12 


58 


64 


54-73 


65 


63 


Algebra 


16 


65 


66 


54-84 


65 


66 


Geometry 


8 


53 


56 


46-68 


57 


56 


Logic 


6 


63 


66 


58-83 


67 


66 


Statistics & Probability 


8 


69 


76 


69-85 


77 


75 


Reading 


Literal Comprehension 


9 


75 


82 


75-100 


82 


81 


Critical Comprehension 


27 


64 


72 


64-81 


73 


71 


English Language Skills 


Word Choice 


4 


79 


85 


75-100 


86 


84 


Sentence Structure 


12 


72 


81 


72- 92 


82 


80 


Grammar 


19 


75 


79 


63- 89 


80 


78 
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table2 
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